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A religious magazine, devoted to the cause 
of Christ and published for the dissemina- 
tion of Bible truth alone. The MeEcGIDpo 
MESSAGE will 
@ Strengthen your faith in the Bible 


@ Answer perplexing religious questions 


@ Give you courage for these uncertain 
times 


@ Help you live above the world’s mora] 
corruption 


@ Reveal to you how to develop a char- 
acter acceptable to God 


@ Bring peace and stability to your life 


@ PUBLISHED every two weeks by the 
Megiddo Mission Church, 481 Thurston Rd., 
Rochester 19, N. Y. 


@ SUBSCRIPTION RATES: One year, $1.00; 
six months, 50 cents. Make checks or Money 
Orders for all literature payable to the 
Megiddo Mission Church. Please notify 
promptly of any change of address. 


Entered as second-class matter, October 15. 
1920, at the Post Office at Rochester, N. Y., 
under Act of March 3, 1879. 





Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tHe MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tur COMING or JESUS axvo ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 
TRINITS 


Single copies .20 
History .40 


Complete set $2.25 
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The Kingdom of God 


Pocket-size edition 


To the King—Jesus—the subject was 
vital: 


® The “Kingdom of God” occurs 
over 100 times in the four Gospels 


@ Jesus taught His disciples to pray 
for the Kingdom to come 


@ He preached the Kingdom mes- 
sage throughout every city and 
village 


To Christians today the subject is 
equally as vital: 


@ They are pressing into it 
@ They are proselyting for it 
e@ They are prevailing because of it 


What are you doing for the Kingdom 
cause? 


This book will help you inform 
your friends, neighbors, relatives 


@ When the Kingdom will come 
e How it will come 


@ Who can participate 


One copy 10 
One dozen copies 1.00 
100 copies 5.00 


ANOTHER ISSUE OF 


Children’s Doings 


A Magazine by Children for Children 
Subscription one year (4 issues) $1.00 
Price per single issue 25 cents 


It’s Clever, Entertaining, Instructive! 


Stories for Children 


A collection of over 40 short stories and 
poems under one cover. 

On the front cover can be seen two chil- 
dren at crossroads. They have turned their 
faces back on the path that leads to Death 
and have chosen as their destination, Life 
and happiness. 

This picture illustrates the purpose of 
the book. Through the medium of simple 
stories with their obvious moral lessons it 
endeavors to influence the child, beset by 
many base attractions, to choose the richt 
course. 


88 pages 35 cents postpaid 
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Looking Ahead 


Dear Sister: 

It is a sobering thought that we only 
have one life to live, one opportunity to 
make ourselves fit to be a part of the grand 
plan of that great Creator, but think of 
the time that we will have to enjoy the 
fruits of our labors—an endless Eternity! 
But if we seek first the Kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, we have the promise 
of His help to reach the goal. “The Lord 
will give strength to His people. He will 
encompass them with favor as with a 
shield.” 

We are warned to redeem the time 
because the days are evil. Surely fulfilled 
prophecies are the bells, which are warning 
us that the coming of the Lord is drawing 
nigh and we should consider one another 
to provoke unto love and to good works. 
We can build our faith by reviewing long 
and short range prophecies which have been 
fulfilled and believe the rest will be ful- 
fillled. We are naturally double-minded, one 
moment faith, the next moment allow doubt 
to creep in; but we must strive to be able 
to say with the prophet: “For the Lord 
God will help me; therefore I shall not be 
confounded: therefore I have set my face 
like a flint, and I know that I shall not 
be ashamed” Isa. 50: 7. 


St. Joseph, Mo. nH. 1. W. 


Strength 


Dear Friends, 

Just a word to let you know how [I still 
enjoy the MESSAGE, that wonderful Maga- 
zine which I treasure above all others as 
it is always a source of strength in time 
of trouble and distress. The Truth that it 
contains can be found in no other place 
apart from the Bible. 


Corner Brooks, Newfoundland M.A. 


Untarnishable Character 


Dear Sister: 

It has been said, “Whatever you wish, 
that you are; for such is the force of our 
will, that whatever we wish to be, seriously 
and with true intention, that we become.” If 
we are truly longing for a home that shall 
never end, joy and happiness that shall 
never fade, we will go to work and show 
it by our actions, for “the Lord is a God of 
knowledge, and by him actions § are 
weighed” (I Sam. 2:3). This is no small 
undertaking but one that will require untir- 
ing effort and unceasing vigilance on our 
part. 

“There is only one thing that persists 
through all history, and through all changes 
which not only is not tarnished or dimmed 
by time but will grow brighter through 
eternity, and that is character.” To have 
one that will thus endure, we must build 
with the precious gold of obedience to God’s 
Word. 


Elgin, Oregon Mrs. J. G. 
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Creative Love 


HE RINGING SENTIMENTS of the noble song, 
T “God Is Wisdom, God Is Love,” are as true as the 

very existence of God Himself. Matchless wisdom, 
limitless foresight, and fatherly concern for the well-be- 
ing of His earthly children, these are His prerogatives. 
One short verse from the book of Acts describes the first 
two of these qualities: “Known unto God are all his 
works from the beginning of the worid.” 

Indeed, God is wisdom. And more, He is love, creative 
love. He has fatherly concern for the welfare of His 
earthly children. “Like as a father pitieth his children, 
so the Lord pitieth them that fear him” (Ps. 103: 13). 
A good father loves his children. A good father provides 
for his children. A good father seeks to instill right prin- 
ciples into the minds of his children, he corrects and he 
disciplines them; and our heavenly Father does all of 
these things, and in even greater perfection and com- 
pleteness. 

God’s comfort comes to us through His Word; that is 
our only connection with the source of divine comfort. 
Paul the Apostle was familiar with God’s plan for com- 
fort. He had received that comfort and he knew how 
ecmforting it was; and he didn’t try to hoard it, or keep 
it all to himself, he wanted to share it with others. 
“Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; 
who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may 
be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the 
comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted in God” 
(II Cor. 1:3, 4). What comfort can compare with the 
comfort of knowing that all things are working together 
for our good, that the whole shaping of the true Chris- 
tian’s life is cf the Lord and that circumstances are 
always shaping our destiny toward our goal of eternal 
life. 

Paul was aware that God’s glory was shining every- 
where, and he voiced his conviction in clear sharp out- 
line in Dr. Moffatt’s Translation of II Cor. 2: 14, ‘“Wher- 
ever I go, thank God, he makes my life a constant pageant 
of triumph in Christ, diffusing the perfume of his know]- 
edge everywhere by me.” 

Indeed, God is wisdom, God is love! 

The Almighty Himself puts the question, “To whom 
then will ye liken me?” and, lest we answer according 
to our own conceptions, He proceeds to inform us, 
through His inspired writers, of some of His most 
striking attributes. Perhaps the most familiar, the most 
beautiful, the best fitted to our mortal understanding, 
and the most vital in our quest for the higher good, is 
the concept of a God of love. Pagan cults have had their 
gods of wrath, of revenge, of jealousy, of blood-lust, of 
every base and destructive quality; but it remained for 
the Hebrew prophets first to reveal the true and living 
God, a Deity who loves His creatures with a perfect love 
and calls upon them to imitate that love if they would 
be like Him and share His salvation. 

The idea of God as supreme Intelligence or supreme 
Will is inadequate, for the reason that neither a brilliant 
mind nor an iron will is evidence of character: in fact, 


human experience proves that, ungoverned by love, they 
may be tools of ruthless and immeasurable evil. Gener- 
ations of miseducation, however, have so beclouded and 
distorted this sublime word that it requires definition. 
The term has come to mean any one of so many things 
that it is in need of rescue. “Love has all but suffered 
the iate of being slain in the house of those who have 
called themselves its friends.” 

The love most familiar and that which we first experi- 
ence is that of the family circle. We know love as a 
domestic experience: the love between parent and child, 
between members of a family. Its purpose is clear; it 
seeks to protect the object of its interest. And while in 
many aspects this love is a beautiful and powerful thing, 
it has in its very nature grave limitations. It fails to 
satisfy our idea of God. Mother love, for instance, the 
strongest and most enduring family tie known to our 
race, can be and often is utterly unreasoning, blind to 
faults, oblivious to evidence, often degenerating into a 
mere feeling of sympathy for some weak little being who 
happens to be of the mother’s flesh and blood. It is clan- 
nish, tribal, and in some ways socially retarding. The fact 
that this protective impulse is present in the brute cre- 
ation, sometimes to an amazing degree, would indicate 
that it is principally an instinct necessary to the survival 
of the species. At best its moral quality may be regarded 
as incidental. There is something lacking in the picture 
of God merely as a parent who is eternally busy taking 
care of His children. He is far more than a superior pro- 
vider and protector of His offspring. 

The second variety of love in human experience is 
sentimental or possessive love. Sentimental love seeks 
to possess the object of its interest. We can readily see 
that God is most emphatically not that kind of love. Read 
Paul’s hymn to love, substituting the word “romance” 
for love wherever it appears, and you will find romance 
is none of these things. It is selfish, jealous, intolerant, 
irrational, often cruel and lawless. There is no redemp- 
tive quality in such love. It is utterly inadequate to con- 
ceive of God’s love as a romantic spasm or even a sus- 
tained ecstasy of sentiment. Neither God nor man can 
save the world by romancing, dear to the heart of man- 
kind though it may be. Dispassionate analysis shows this 
sort of so-called love to be in the same category with 
protective love, a physical instinct based on race-pres- 
ervation: and its infinite capacity for perversion and 
degradation, when ungoverned by law, places it morally 
even below the domestic experience. 

But love has another guise. It is less easy to name 
but its evidence is unimpeachable. Unlike domestic love 
it does not seek merely to protect; and unlike romantic 
love it does not seek to possess. It seeks rather to per- 
feet the object of its interest. Perhaps it should be called 
creative love, since its effort is to create greater and 
higher values in the person or thing loved. This might 
be exemplified in a small way by a profound love of music 
or art, which dees not seek to protect or possess, but to 
create, to enrich music or art by one’s life and efforts. 

So, too, is the divine love. It is expressed in many ways 
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which, to the uninstructed, bear no resemblance to the 
popular notion of love. Just as the highest form of paren- 
tal love is expressed in guidance and discipline, so these 
things are the very essence of the creative, perfecting 
love of God; for only through discipline can perfection 
be attained. “Whom the Lord loveth he correcteth, even 
as a father the son in whom he delighteth.” Even Christ, 
the great Captain of our salvation, of whom it was said, 
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased,” 
was made perfect through suffering, through discipline. 
God so loved the world of believers that He could never 
be satisfied with them until they had attained His mental 
and moral image. 


God is a Creator 


The great eternal God has many attributes, one of 
which is: He is a creator. In Psalm 19, King David draws 
our attention to God’s creative ability in beautiful lan- 
guage: “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the 
firmament showeth his handiwork. Day unto day uttereth 
speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge.” And 
again the great God, speaking through the prophet Isaiah, 
calls our attention to His ability to create, with these 
words: “Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath 
created these things, that bringeth out their host by num- 
ber: he calleth them all by names by the greatness of his 
might, for that he is strong in power; not one faileth” 
(Isa. 40: 26). Seven or more times God restates His claim 
as creator throughout the book of Isaiah. 

Even a casual appraisal of the wonders of creation, 
whether seen at close range or distant observation, can- 
not fail to impress us with the greatness of the Being 
who created all these things. It has been demonstrated 
repeatedly that the wisest man living today, or the accu- 
mulated wisdom of all the men living or who have lived, 
could not create any part of the physical universe, hence 
we can easily attribute it to an All-wise Designer and 
Creator. 

We readily accord to the eternal God the credit for 
the creation of the physical universe, and the world, and 
man. But need we feel that His interest in creating is 
limited to these creations? No, being a God of love, He 
possesses creative love. From the great mass of human- 
ity He is creating a new nation, a nation of believers, 
a group of super-alert men and women who place the love 
of life above all other interests. He has arranged the cir- 
cumstances by which we enjoy physical life, to the end 
that we may make something of ourselves. He permits 
grief, reverses, pain, distractions, and testing, to toughen 
our fiber and build a character worthy of perpetuation. 

The Christian life is a life of change, of improvement, 
of character building, of learning to put first things 
first. God’s creative love purposes to produce one new 
man, “created in righteousness and true holiness.” We 
are His “workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained that we should 
walk in them” (Eph. 4:24; 2:10). The saving gospel 
is a gospel of transformation, of improvement. “Create in 
me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 
me,” cried the Psalmist; the sentiment being exactly the 
same as when he prayed, “Let thy lovingkindness and thy 
truth continually preserve me.” Could we but realize 
that the chastening rod is directed by the hand of God 
Himself, a token of His love and care to purge us from 
sin and create a clean heart within us, we would so receive 


it that it would yield in us the peaceable fruit of right- 
eousness. 

God is creating a people to form a part of a new and 
heavenly order which one day shall prevail upon earth. 
Through Isaiah He revealed His plan in working with 
mankind; it was to fill the earth with His glory, with 
true Israel, the “little flock,” a “righteous little people.” 
The Lord speaks: “I bring near my righteousness; it 
shall not be far off, and my salvation shall not tarry: and 
I will place salvation in Zion for Israel my glory” (Isa. 
46:13). Speaking again of His plan to create righteous 
people fit for perpetuation, the Eternal declares, “I will 
say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not 
back: bring my sons from far, and my daughters from 
the ends of the earth; even every one that is called by my 
name: for I have created him for my glory, I have formed 
him; yea, I have made him” (Isa. 43:6, 7). What an 
exhibition of creative love! 


God Transforms 


Speaking again through Isaiah the Eternal declares: 
“IT form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and 
create evil: I the Lord do all these things” (Isa. 45:7). 
He shows His creative love in that He creates the better 
from the poorer, transforms the worthless into the most 
valuable of commodities. The higher critics find fault 
with the statement that God creates evil. And if that is 
the actual meaning of the term their criticism is justified. 
We could not worship a God who would deliberately create 
evil. We see too much of evil and its dire results in the 
world today to be impressed by a Being responsible for 
its existence. The text could be translated better. 

The Hebrew word translated “create” has a number 
of definitions. One of these definitions is, “to cut or pare 
down.” Hence the text would read, I cut or pare down 
evil, I cut or pare down darkness. It might be more com- 
prehensive to say that God takes raw material, rough, 
unprocessed, and of little worth, and re-creates it into 
finished material for His kingdom. Dr. Moffatt’s Trans- 
lation of Job 11:11, 12, advances this very thought. 
Speaking of the Eternal, he said: “Well does he know who 
are worthless; he sees guilt, and he marks it, training a 
worthless creature to be wise, taming a wild colt of a 
man.” He takes a wild colt of a man and reforms him into 
a new creature, by love creating him into material fit 
for perpetuation. 

When we look upon a piece of exquisitely perfect and 
beautiful furniture, we know at once that it did not 
emerge from the forest a finished product. Raw materi- 
als were processed and fabricated to effect the result. 
And the same is true with basically evil human beings. 
As a wild untamed colt of a man they are worthless, but 
God knows they have the potential for transformation, 
and He employs it. They can be tamed, and He sends the 
process to tame them; we can be tamed, and He sends 
the process to tame us. It is worthy of note that the 
knottiest portions of a sawlog are susceptible of being 
cut into thin layers to form the most beautiful of plywood 
panels. God sometimes finds the same true with human 
beings. 

God shows His creative love by leaving us free moral 
agents, so that we can make something of ourselves if we 
choose, or refuse improvement. A man who is financially 
able to write a check for three thousand dollars, can go 
out into the new car market and buy a motorcar which is 
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a mechanical marvel of engineering and refinement, the 
result of more than fifty years of research and improve- 
ment. At the turn of the century the combined wealth of 
the Morgans, the Asters, the Vanderbilts and the Rocke- 
fellers, could not have procured such a device as any man 
today can buy for three thousand dollars. But there is no 
special virtue to the present purchaser, he merely is cash- 
ing in on the efforts of others. The first car that Henry 
Ford or any of the early experimenters built, crude 
though it might have been, was a greater credit to its owner 
than possessing the finest car of today. The former showed 
purpose, creatorship, and devotion to an ideal, the latter 
was the simple accomplishment of purchasing an already 
perfected article with accumulated wealth. Likewise God 
could have created us humans flawless and perfect, so 
that it would have been impossible for us to sin, but under 
those conditions our perfection would be of no particular 
glory to Him, and no virtue to ourselves. God shows His 
creative love by putting us on our own, setting before us 
good and evil, but leaving the choice entirely to us. 

In the allegory of creation in the first chapters of 
Genesis, the Lord is said to have made man out of the 
“dust of the ground.” Therefore, making the spiritual 
application the one new man which God is making—and 
which when completed will be “very good,’—is the end 
result of creative love. The Lord didn’t find the material 
for His kingdom all ready to use. The human beings 
destined to become members of the new man were still 
in a rudimentary state. They were the “dust of the 
grouni,” and before they could merit exaltation they 
must be lifted above that condition by a creative process. 
God’s plan for mankind—a replica of the plan He 
employed through endless ages in the past—was to take 
valueless materia! and re-create it into finished material 
for His eternal purpose. God’s creative love is working 
upon us now if only we will allow it to work. 


God’s Munificence One Evidence of His Creative Love 


It is quite true that the love of God has visible features 
which are protective and paternalistic. We see it demon- 
strated in the bountiful provision made for the subsist- 
ence of the human jamily, even the unthankful and evil. 
It may seem to the fainthearted that the Creator, through 
the adverse forces of Nature, has handicapped him and 
made life and survival difficult for his species; but the 
fact remains that his species has thrived amazingly under 
these alleged hardships, and the human population of our 
planet grows apace. Year after year: 

“He sendeth the sunshine and rain, 

He scatters the dew on the flowers; 
He maketh the desert to bloom, 

His blessings descend as the showers. 
Wonderful, merciful, bountiful love!” 


And yet, upon sober second thought, we see that even 
this provision is not from sentimental or purposeless 
generosity. The Eternal does all things according to plan 
and toward a definite end, and His only interest, if we 
may believe His own words, is in the members of the 
“world to come,” the true Israel, those who will, through 
the ages, be drawn out of the great reservoir of humanity. 
The present evil world shares these temporal bounties 
only incidentally, until the fulness of the time shall come 
when only the fit shall survive. Creative purpose domi- 
nates even this lavish provision for all flesh. 

By far the most precious gift this divine creative love 





has bestowed upon the human race is the promise of a 
painless, deathless eternity, filled with every conceivable 
pleasure, and the means provided by which we may attain 
it; 

Creative Love in Action 


The operation of perfecting love is described compre- 
hensibly in the latter part of chapter 4 of the Epistle 
to the Ephesians. “And he gave some apostles, and some 
prophets, and some evanglists, and some pastors and 
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of 
the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till 
we all ccme in the unity of the faith, and of the knowl- 
edge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ” (vs. 
11—13). 

Here we see creative love in action, we see the “new 
man” taking shape before our very eyes. “Till we all 
come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God.” A knowledge of the Son of God, and the 
great place He is destined to fill in the age to come, a 
knowledge of the plan and of the requirements, is the 
first step in the creating of the one new man which God, 
through His creative love, is making. Apart from knowl- 
edge we would not know God’s definition of right and 
wrong. Without a knowledge of the rewards promised we 
would not have the impetus, the driving force to impel 
us to make the drastic change from the old life to the new. 

“And of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a per- 
fect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness 
of Christ.”” Here is a remarkable creation going on, and 
the created object must meet the most exacting specifi- 
cations: “the measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ.” 

Here the Apostle strikes the keynote of wholeness, 
completeness. Perfection of character was once likened, 
by our founder, the Rev. L. T. Nichols, to a robe which 
each of God’s children must grow to fill. He said, A child 
half grown will not fill it, a child three-fourths grown will 
not fill it, a child nine-tenths grown will not fill it, only 
a full grown man will fill it. God demands that we grow 
up. His parental love is of a practical sort, He does not 
want us always to remain “babes” in Christ. “That we 
henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, . . but speaking 
the truth in love, may grow up unto him in all things, 
which is the head, even Christ” (v. 15). Creative love 
will not be satisfied with anything less than a full 
grown Christian. 

Then in v. 17 the Apostle proceeds to lay down the 
rules for the “new creature.” “This I say therefore, and 
testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other 
Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind.” If we long 
for the full salvation awaiting the overcomers at Christ’s 
coming we cannot surrender to conformity. We cannot 
walk as other Gentiles, or the worldlings walk. We can- 
not talk as they talk, or act as they act. They do that 
which is right in their own eyes, they take the line of 
least resistance, they give the Almighty the small end 
of their life, reserving the greater portion for self-aggran- 
dizement and _ self-gratification. But this practice is 
definite!y forbidden the life-seeker. He must give up 
walking as the pagans or Gentiles walk. They have the 
eyes of their understanding darkened, they are alienated 
from the life of God through ignorance, “because of the 
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blindness of their heart.” But God forbids blindness. 
Creative love demands that we get our eyes opened to 
our own failures, that we believe right, and that we live 
right. ’ 

“But ye have not so learned Christ.” Our knowledge of 
the divine plan of salvation precludes the possibility of 
our going on in ignorance and being saved, our insight 
into the Christ life-pattern denies us the right to walk 
as we would have walked if God’s creative love had not 
touched our lives. Now we have different aims, different 
interests, different concerns. Now it is our duty to “put 
off concerning the former conversation the old man, 
which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; and be 
renewed in the spirit of [our] mind; and... put on the 
new man, which after God is created in righteousness 
and true holiness” (vs. 20, 22—24). 

Then the Apostle becomes specific about the process of 
creative love: “Wherefore, putting away lying, speak 
every man truth with his neighbor: for we are members 
one of another” (vy. 25). God wants His children to be 
truthful, He wants them to cut or pare away the sinful 
practice of telling untruths, only in this way may we 
be created in the image of His Son. 

“Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down 
upon your wrath” (v. 26). Anger is a sin, it is a part 
of the old uncouth nature which God detests, hence must 
be eliminated. ““Neither give place to the devil.’”’ Do not 
give way to the promptings of the lower nature, its pull 
is always downward. Then creative love demands absolute 
honesty. “Let him that stole, steal no more: but rather 
let him labor, working with his hands the thing which 
is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth” 
(v. 28). 

Then v. 29 draws the line still tighter. Creative love 
demands speech control: “Let no corrupt communication 
proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to 
the use of edifying, that it may minister grace to the 
hearers.”’ Lying is forbidden, bad words must not pass 
our lips. What we say must be to edify others; if not, 
then we are not growing to the full stature of Christ our 
pattern. 

Then the last two verses of the chapter, if allowed full 
sway in our lives should act as a most effective matrix 
in which the new life will be formed: “Let all bitterness, 
and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil speaking, be 
put away from you, with all malice. And be ye kind 
one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even 
as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” 

To claim the love of God, to throw ourselves wholly 
upon it, is a serious matter, not to be undertaken lightly 
or unadvisedly, or simply as an emotional outlet. It 
demands of us first of all a surrender, a complete giving 
up of ourselves. Every member of our being must be 
dedicated to the service of Truth. “Make not provision 
for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof,” said the Apostle. 
It is not that God desires to possess us, for He accepts no 
man’s person, and we can add nothing to His glory. It is 
that in His wisdom He knows we cannot become perfect 
by a half-hearted service, nor can we aid in perfecting 
others by a half-hearted example. His creative love is 
disciplining us for our good, to raise us to the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of Christ. 


Creative Love Demands Action 


“The love of Christ constraineth us’ (II Cor. 5:14)— 


to what? To repentance, to a turning from sin, to a cease- 
less warfare against all that is destructive or negative. 
“Ye that love the Lord, hate evil.” It is the thrust of a 
great moral imperative. “This is the love of God, that we 
keep his commandments,” said the beloved Disciple; and 
the keeping of “the whole law” calls for something more 
than a pleasant sentimental feeling. It calls for an utter 
cleansing of our lives without and within, a complete 
change of ideas, of associations, of habits, of tastes, all 
moving from a lower to an altogether higher level. This 
upward thrust, this urgent desire for good, is of the 
nature of God and of those who are godly. 

Now, knowing creative love, that which seeks to per- 
fect, read again Paul’s sublime words in I Corinthians 138, 
inserting “creative” before love, wherever it appears. 
“Listen now: ‘Creative love beareth all things, hopeth 
all things, endureth all things. Creative love never fail- 
eth.’ Out of the deeps of eternity moves a cosmic tide to 
flood all the shallow levels of our spirits.” 

An old man who had learned the secret, and who was 
still living creatively in a decadent age—John the 
presbyter of Ephesus—once wrote a simple letter to his 
friends in which he spoke of God’s creative love, of the 
close relationship between God and His worthy children, 
of what He has in store for us if faithful at Christ’s 
coming; and of the impact that all this should have upon 
our lives. Here are his words: “Behold, what manner of 
love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be 
called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us 
not, because it knew him not. Beloved, now are we the 
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: 
but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like 
him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man that 
hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is 
pure” (I John 3: 1—3). 

And a little further on in his Epistle the beloved John 
gave a summary of a philosophy that had brought him 
serenity and poise in a turbulent day. As we take liberties 
in translating it he seems to be saying: “Dear friends, 
let us love one another creatively, for creative love comes 
from God, and every one who loves creatively is a child 
of God and knows God. Whoever does not love creatively 
does not know God, for God is creative love. God’s cre- 
ative love has for us been revealed. . . Dear friends, if 
God has loved ws so, we ought to love one another cre- 
atively.” 








Forget It 


it’s over now. It’s done. Forget it! 

Don’t forever be raking it up, thinking it over, wishing 
you had done differently. Forget it! 

What’s done’s done. It’s down in the bottomless pit 
of the past. Let it be. Think of tomorrow, not yesterday! 

You can make something of tomorrow; yesterday is 
beyond recall. Yesterday’s as dead as a door nail, as 
lifeless as a brick, as hopeless and unchangeable as wood. 
Turn away from it! 

Tomorrow’s alive, pregnant with beauty, radiant with 
power, bulging with all conceivable possibilities. Turn 
to it. 

“Forgetting the things that are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which are before,” is the way 
one of the greatest souls of earth described his attitude. 

For the past is death. The future is life. 
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This Time 


This is a thrilling time: 
Far-reaching questions, mighty, important, 
Concern the mind of statesman and of sage; 
The issues of the ages by consent 
Focus their climax on this last day page. 


This is an awful time, 
Of blood and war and strife and secret shame; 
The truth of God is turned into a lie; 
In wrathful tones men despite do His name, 
As rebels bold His government defy. 


This is a needy time— 
Brave men are needed, loyal for the right 
To stand for God and truth ’gainst sin and wrong, 
With courage bold to battle with their might 
Till conflict fierce shall end in victor’s song. 
This is a weary time; 
Sad hearts are loaded down with pain and care; 
The toils of earth in never-ceasing round 
Banish fond hope, the joys of life out wear; 
In this old world but little rest is found. 
This is a solemn time; 
For now the Judge of earth and sea and sky, 
Upon His heavenly throne in lofty state 
Holds solemn court, the sons of men to try; 
On its decision hangs their every fate. 


This is a cheering time; 
The signs of God point to the glorious day 
When He shall come whose right it is to reign; 
Bright hope lights up the rugged, darkened way 
That leads to morn from night, to joy from pain. 
—Sel. 


* *¢ ¢ *#* 8 # 


Quote: “Among the attributes of God, although they 
are all equal, mercy shines with even more brilliancy 
than justice.” 

It has been said: “When God conceived the thought of 
man’s creation He called to Him the three great ministers 
who wait upon His Throne—Justice, Truth and Merey— 
and asked their counsel.” 

“O God,” said Justice, “make not man. He will trample 
upon Thy law.” 

And Truth spoke: ‘‘O God, make him not, for he will 
pollute Thy sanctuaries.” 

But Mercy dropped upon her knees and spoke through 
her tears: “O God, make him! I will watch over him 
through all the dark paths which he may have to tread.” 

So God made man and said to him: “Man, thou art the 
child of Mercy. Remember this, go thou and deal with 
thy brother.” 





TO MOON-MAD MEN 


I gazed upon a blooming rose, 
Glistening from the rain. 

Its beauty filled my heart with awe, 
And I pondered how it came. 


The weary world might find surcease 
From all its grinding woes, 

If it could bow its puny mind, 
To the One who made a rose. 


Character Grows 


(ROM THE moment a babe begins to notice surround- 

ing objects, his character is under process of forma- 
tion; day by day, through infancy and childhood, here a 
little and there a little, character grows with the growth 
and strengthens with the strength, until, good or bad, it 
becomes almost a coat of mail. 

Have you ever watched the icicle as it formed? Have 
you noticed how it froze, one drop at a time, until it was 
a foot long, or more? If the water was clean, the icicle 
remained clear, and sparkled brightly in the sun; but, if 
the water was slightly muddy, the icicle looked foul, and 
its beauty was spoiled. Just so our characters are formed. 
One little thought or feeling at a time adds its influence. 
If each thought be pure and right, the soul will be lovely, 
and will sparkle with happiness; but, if impure and 
wrong, there will be deformity and wretchedness. 

Yes, actions, looks, words, steps, form the alphabet by 
which you may spell character. 

Look at a model man of business—prompt, reliable, 
conscientious, cool and cautious, yet clear-headed and 
energetic. When do you suppose he developed all these 
admirable qualities? When he was a boy. Let us see the 
way in which a boy of ten years gets up in the morning, 
works, plays, studies, and we will tell you just about what 
kind of a man he will make. The boy who is late at the 
breakfast table, late at school—who never does anything 
at the right time—stands a poor chance to be a prompt 
man. The boy who half washes his face, half does his 
tasks, forgets half his errands, half learns his lessons, 
will never make a thorough man. The boy who neglects 
his duties, be they ever so small, and then excuses himself 
by saying, “Oh, I forgot; I didn’t think!” will never be 
a reliable man. And the boy who finds pleasure in the 
pain and suffering of weaker things will never be a noble, 
generous, kindly man—a real gentleman. 

Benjamin Franklin attributed his success as a public 
man, not to his talents, or his power of speaking—for 
these were but moderate—but to his known integrity of 
character, “Hence it was,” he says, “that I had so much 
weight with my fellow-citizens. I was but a bad speaker, 
never eloquent, subject to much hesitation in my choice 
of words, hardly correct in my language; and yet I gener- 
ally carried my point.” Character created confidence in 
men in high stations as well as in any others. It was said 
of the first Emperor Alexander of Russia that his per- 
sonal character was equivalent to a constitution. During 
the wars of the Fonde, Montaigne was the only man 
among the French gentry who kept his castle gate unbar- 
red; and it is said of him that his personal character was 
worth more to him than a regiment of horses. That char- 
acter is power is true in a much higher sense than that 
knowledge is power. Mind without heart, intelligence 
without conduct, cleverness without goodness are powers, 
if they may be powers, only for mischief. Truthfulness, 
integrity and goodness—qualities that hang out on man’s 
breath—form the essence of manly character. 

—Selected. 


To get to the point where “our speech is always with 
grace, seasoned with salt” is one of the greatest of Chris- 
tian accomplishments. 
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“God's Guiding Hand” 


O BELIEVE that God works through human instru- 

mentality is one of the most difficult things for the 

natural mind to accept. People want to feel that they are 
dealing directly with God. 

Many think He speaks to them by way of the “still 
small voice” or by some strange feeling they never seem 
to have had before. But false beliefs, however popular, 
could never be true, although they might endure for many 
generations. God seldom has dealt directly with people, 
but has used an instrument of His own choosing. These 
instruments were never very well accepted but suffered 
abuse, torment, imprisonment and even death in their 
efforts to proclaim the way of salvation. 

God selected Moses to lead an oppressed generation out 
of Egyptian bondage. Because of their wickedness they 
had long since fallen into disfavor. But in the darkest 
hour of despair they cried to God for help, and in His 
longsuffering and mercy He heard them. However, the 
many years of bitter toil they had spent under the lash 
of cruel taskmasters had not softened their hearts. They 
still trusted in themselves, thinking they ought to know a 
thing or two. From the start Moses was plagued with 
disobedience and opposition. 

Finally the great crisis came. In a vain attempt to gain 
a following, a self-appointed committee raised their heads 
and their voices against God’s leadership. They were men 
of renown and in a position to stir up a large scale rebel- 
lion. They were full of confidence, and for a time things 
did seem to be going their way. No doubt many hours 
had been spent while carefully laid plans developed into a 
promising campaign. But in their determined efforts they 
had overlooked a seemingly insignificant flaw. They had 
left God out of the plans. In the disgraceful climax they 
brazenly faced Moses in their final bid for authority. The 
humble leader had petitioned the Lord for justice and to 
show His guiding hand in the matter. The rest is familiar 
history. The earth opened her mouth and the opposers 
perished before the eyes of the horror-stricken congre- 
gation. 

However, the “men of God” did not always triumph. 
Many times they went down to death and seeming defeat. 
Stephen’s life ended in a hail of stones. The Son of the 
Most High was crucified between two thieves. While a 
dauntless Paul relates some of his hardships: “Of the 
Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. Thrice 
was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suf- 
fered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the 
deep; in journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils 
of robbers, in perils of mine own countrymen, .. . in 
perils among false brethren; in weariness and painful- 
ness, in watchings often, . . . in cold and nakedness. 
Besides those things that are without, that which cometh 
upon me daily, the care of all the churches.” 

God’s guiding hand was present whenever there were 
people to listen. For three years Jesus “spoke as no man 
ever spake,” proclaiming the way of salvation to the mul- 
titudes who came to listen to His gracious words. He early 
aroused the hatred of the self-satisfied ecclesiastics, for 
His teachings were in opposition to the entire religious 
world. They conspired against Him and took His life. But 


God disapproved of their dastardly act, and raised His 
Son to life again. 

After Jesus’ ascension, His disciples whom He had 
chosen to carry on His ministry, went everywhere, 
preaching the way of salvation to all who would listen. 
They fulfilled the command, “Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations.” This apparently was the zenith, the pin- 
nacle of the world’s interest in things divine. 

Through the eye of inspiration the men of God—and 
sometimes they were women—could see into the dis- 
tant future and know there was coming a time when peo- 
ple would no longer desire to “know the way of salvation.” 
There would be many faiths, but no one would desire to 
know about the one true faith, which emanates from the 
one true God. This period in history is known as the 
“dark ages.” The light went out because no one wanted 
it, but the lamp remained, for it was to be relighted many 
centuries later. Daniel prophesied of this time, and ful- 
filled prophecy is the chief cornerstone upon which our 
faith in the Bible stands. Both Daniel and Paul foretold 
a great falling away from the Truth, that for 1260 years 
the way of salvation would be unknown, and the saving 
Truth would lay buried under a “senseless mass of super- 
stition.” People were taught the fables of men, and were 
content to put their trust in teachers who catered to their 
desires. 

It requires never-tiring efforts to rise above our natu- 
ral desires which embody many undesirable traits such 
as uncontrolled temper, greed, selfishness, dishonesty, and 
a host of others. Consequently such doctrines as “Jesus 
paid it all, all the debt I owe,” have always been eagerly 
embraced by the masses of mankind. It was thus during 
the long night of the Apostasy. But it was not to be 
always so. Once again, as in days of old, there would be a 
people who would want to know the way of salvation. 
They would long for a life beyond the present, fleeting 
existence. They would not be satisfied with the senseless 
teachings of men. The promise of a home “beyond the 
bounds of time and space” for a disembodied soul to dwell 
in can bring no comfort to any reasoning mind. 

This desire for something better must be answered. 
Once again, as in days of old, God would lend a listening 
ear to the children of men and show His guiding hand. 
And once again, as in days of old, He selected instruments 
to do His work. 

Jesus speaks of our time in His parable of the virgins 
who slumbered and slept during the long night of dark- 
ness. Then at midnight there was a cry made—‘“Behold, 
the bridegroom cometh. Go ye out to meet Him.” That ery 
is being broadcast today, and God Himself is behind it. 

As certain as the flood came upon the world of the un- 
godly in the time of Noah; as certain as the Jewish nation 
was cast off because of their wickedness and their city 
Jerusalem destroyed, and they as a people were dispersed 
among all nations; as certain as Christ the promised 
Messiah was born and accomplished the first phase of His 
work us Prophet and Priest, and then ascended to heaven; 
so certain it is that God’s guiding hand is still arranging 
the affairs of men and nations, all leading up to the 
establishment of God’s kingdom at Christ’s glorious 
return to earth as Prophet, Priest, and KING! 
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Success 


UCCESS is something that nearly every one is interested 
in. The young child going to school is thinking in 
terms of success. What is Father or Mother going to say 
about that report card? Later in high school or college the 
future scientist, engineer or doctor thinks in terms of 
acquiring the knowledge necessary to a successful career. 
Most young men learning a trade are continually think- 
ing about the success which this new skill will bring them. 
A man starting in business has his mind set on a goal to 
which he hopes he will succeed knowing that many factors, 
some beyond his control, may keep him from reaching it. 
The artist, or actor will work untiringly to achieve suc- 
cess, and be acclaimed by the critics and the public. In 
fact, almost every one we meet is or has been striving 
for success in some line. 

This constant striving for success is a very valuable 
trait of human nature without which we would progress 
no further than animals or savages. But like all natural 
traits it requires the guidance of a Higher power than 
man. 

We must have a worthy goal to work for. Now the 
question is: What is that goal to be? Is it to be the acquisi- 
tion of a large fortune? Could you name right off a rich 
man who lived 400 years ago? Is it to be a great man of 
the world? Would you be willing to deny yourself and 
struggle through life to obtain a marble monument erod- 
ing in some cemetery? 

I think in our little visit we would agree the only proj- 
ect worth while is the gaining of a future life. That is 
real success, It can never be swept away by a storm, a 
tidal wave, or a hurricane. It will last forever and 
increase in value as the ages roll by. 

Ali successful people have a formula to work by and 
those successful candidates for eternal life are no excep- 
tion. Let us consider just a moment how some of those 
high on the Honor Roll of the Almighty achieved their 
success. 


Paul: “Forgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things which are before, 
I press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 


Habakkuk: ‘I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the 
tower, and will watch to see what he will say unto 
me, and what I shall answer when I am reproved.” 


Jesus: “IL do always those things that please the Father.” 


Job: “Neither have I gone back from the commandment 
of his lips; I have esteemed the words of his mouth 
more than my necessary food.” 


David: “T will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall 
continually be in my mouth.” 


Isaiah: “Therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I 
know that I shall not be ashamed.” 


Our Founder: “I always had plenty of faith because I thought on 
the things which made faith.” 


There comes a time to each of us when progress seems 
slow and success very far off. We think we are not mak- 


ing the progress that we should. This is not the time for 
discouragement but for encouragement. As we start 
trying to keep God’s law and overcome the evils of our 
nature, we become much more aware of our shortcomings 
and scmetimes feel we are even worse than before. But 
such is not the case. If we are dissatisfied with our prog- 
ress that is a good omen. Did you ever see a major 
improvement accomplished by someone who was satis- 
fied with things as they were? It takes a certain amount 
of dissatisfaction with ourselves to spur us on to greater 
efforts in the divine life. 





Resolved 


Resolved, that as each day goes by, 
Some kindly word or thought I'll try 
To pass to him I chance to meet 

In home, or mart, or busy street. 


Resolved, to lift some load or blight, 

To step aside, to try and right 

Some wrong, which word, or act, or thought 
Of mine, the mischief may have wrought. 


Resolved, to see nothing but good, 

Nor speak of aught I hear that would 
Bring grief, or doubt, or fear, or shame 
To anyone, or cloud his name. 


Resolved, that I this year will be 
Controlled by faith and charity, 
With hope that all around me may 
Strive ever for a brighter day. 


Let us follow the pattern of a great warrior who once 
said, “I have pursued my enemies, and overtaken them, 
neither did I turn again till they were consumed.” Con- 
tinuing, he says, “It is God that girdeth me with strength, 
and maketh my way perfect. Thou hast also given me 
the shield of thy salvation: and thy right hand hath 
holden me up, and thy gentleness hath made me great.” 
True greatness will come to those only who do not turn 
back until all their enemies have been subdued. This 
should indeed be the aspiration of every true soldier, to 
attain to this true Bible greatness. Here may we repeat 
the words of a conqueror who said: “The only victory 
worth striving for is the victory over self.” 





Samples 


A Salvation Army Captain was once preaching in 
Hyde Park, London, when a man in the crowd interrupted 
him. “We haven’t anything agin Jesus of Nazareth,” 
said the interrupter, “but we have something agin you 
Christians, because you ain’t up to the sample.” 


s s s s a s 6 * 


Progressiveness is looking forward intelligently, look- 
ing within critically, and moving on incessantly. 


i oki oe oe oe 


No time in the past can be compared to the present time, 
when the night is far spent and the Day is about to break. 





_—_— 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: 
and with all thy getting get understanding. Exalt her and 
she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to honor, when 
thou dost embrace her. She shall give to thine head an orna- 
ment of grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee” 
(Proverbs 4: 7—9). 


These texts state a basic truth with which every ma- 
ture person should be familiar, that knowledge is the 
first and an indispensable step in any undertaking. If 
this be true in our secular affairs, how can it be otherwise 
in our effort to gain life eternal? 

The chemist must have a good understanding of that 
branch of applied science if he is to succeed. He must 
have a general knowledge of the ordinary acids and of 
their reaction to each other, must know the ones which 
can be compounded safely, and those not safe to combine. 
Before a surgeon is recognized by the medical fraternity 
as worthy of the confidence of the public he must spend 
many years in preparatory study, must serve his time in 
a hospital as an interne, and work under reputable doc- 
tors in a medical clinic. The successful lawyer must have 
a knowledge of law; the musician must study under the 
ablest tutors and interpret the music of the masters. The 
mechanical engineer must have a knowledge of the intri- 
cacies of modern machine tools and their adaptation to 
industry ; the farmer needs a knowledge of soils and crops 
if he is to succeed; and a knowledge of the Bible is equal- 
ly as essential to the Christian as is knowledge in tempo- 
ral affairs. Truly “wisdom is the principal thing.” 

Knowledge must always precede belief in religion as 
well as in all other subjects, for how can a person believe 
a thing with which he is not familiar? The importance 
of knowledge or wisdom is stressed many times through- 
out the Scriptures. Isaiah said (54:13), “And all thy 
children shall be taught of the Lord; and great shall be 
the peace of thy children”; and Jesus, when testifying 
that no one can come to Him without first hearing and 
learning of the Father, buttressed His position by quoting 
the aforementioned words of Isaiah (John 6:44, 45). 

Peter states plainly that all things that pertain to life 
and godliness come to us “through the knowledge of him 
that hath called us to glory and virtue.” The same posi- 
tion is stated in reverse in Hosea 4:6 in these words: 
“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because 
thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee.” 
And Jesus taught that knowledge put into practice is the 
prerequisite to happiness: “If ye know these things, 
happy are ye if ye do them” (John 13:17). 

A blind faith, built upon a superstructure of tradition 
which is neither definable nor substantiated by the Word, 
could hardly be construed to be the faith without which 
no one can please God—the faith that causes us to know 
beyond the shadow of a doubt that God exists and that 
He will reward all who diligently seek Him (Heb. 11: 6). 
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: a good 
understanding have all they that do his commandments,” 


said King David in one of his Psalms (111:10), but how 
could such a good understanding come to us without 
study or some effort on our part? 

The Proverbs of Solomon abound with statements 
stressing the importance of God’s knowledge, and of the 
kind of effort that must be directed toward its acquisi- 
tion. “If thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy 
voice for understanding; if thou seekest her as silver, 
and searchest for her as for hid treasures; then shalt thou 
understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge 
of God” (2:3—5). Both diligence and application are 
necessary if we would obtain this knowledge. 

Other inspired men throughout the Word voiced the 
same sentiment. Moses commanded Israel to write the 
law of God in their hearts, and to teach it diligently to 
their children (Deut. 6:6, 7) ; Joshua, Moses’ successor, 
was commanded to meditate upon the book of the law day 
and night that he might observe to do according to all 
that is written therein (Josh. 1:8); King Jehoshaphat 
commanded the Levites to teach the book of the law of 
God throughout all the cities of Judah (II Chron. 17:9); 
the prophet Malachi, when reproving the lax priesthood 
for their faithlessness and insincerity, said, “For the 
priest’s lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek 
the law at his mouth” (Mal. 2:7). Paul’s directive to 
Timothy was: “Study to show thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth’; and Jesus said, “Search the 
scriptures” (John 5:39), and in Rev. 1:3, “Blessed is 
he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this 
prophecy, and keep those things which are written 
therein.” 

In verse 7 of our meditation text, wisdom is said to be 
the “principal thing” and of such intrinsic value that it 
should be acquired at all costs. And no wonder it is rated 
so highly when we consider that it is the only key to end- 
less life. In verse 8 the possession of knowledge is used as 
a mark of distinction; it sets one apart. “Exalt her, and 
she shall promote thee; she shall bring thee to honor, 
when thou dost embrace her.” Intellectual acumen usually 
classifies an individual as above the rank and file in so- 
ciety, but how much greater the elevation due the man 
who avails himself of this wisdom of God, “She shall give 
to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory 
shall she deliver to thee” (verse 9). 

God’s knowledge if applied brings us great blessings 
even in this life. Is not the moral strength that enables 
one to remain calm and composed when falsely accused 
by another who is stirred by anger an “ornament of 
grace” to its possessor? Is not the stabilizing effect of a 
faith strong enough to buoy up and keep one on an even 
keel through financial loss, through the loss of health, of 
friends, or of earth’s nearest and dearest ties; the assur- 
ance that all things are working together for our good, 
if really loving God and keeping His commandments, a 
“crown of glory” to adorn our head? 

Wealth may take wings and fly away from us; temporal 
power and position can depart at a moment’s notice; our 
life, as a vapor that appears for a little time and then 
vanishes away, is hung upon a brittle thread that can be 
snapped in an instant. No wonder the Preacher, in ap- 
praisal of this true wisdom of God, exclaimed, Eccl. 7: 12, 
“For wisdom is a defense, and money is a defense: but 
the excellency of knowledge is, that wisdom giveth life to 
them that have it.” 





Questions and Answers 


What did Jesus mean when He said, “I came not to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repentence”? 


The text often has been quoted to prove that Jesus 
came to save the vile and low, without regard to character. 
We find that the word “righteous” is used in different 
senses in the Bible. Some men are righteous in their own 
eyes; also there are those who become righteous by obedi- 
ence to God’s law. Jesus came not to call the self-right- 
eous, but those who realize they are sinners before God. 

Paul speaks in Rom. 10: 2, 3, of a class who were self- 
righteous. We might have zeal, as has many a fanatic, 
and pray loud and long, or inflict upon our body physical 
suffering; but if ignorant of God’s standard of right and 
wrong our zeal would not avail to salvation. His standard 
is set forth in Luke 1: 6. Jesus came to save such as would 
walk as did Zacharias and Elisabeth; not such as are 
spoken of in Prov. 30: 12, a “generation that are pure in 
their own eyes, and yet is not washed from their filthi- 
ness,’”’—as was the Pharisee, of which the Master warned 
in Luke 18: 11, 12. 

Jesus came to save such as the publican, Levi, who was 
ready to obey immediately when summoned to follow the 
Master. The text in question is plainly qualified in Luke 
18:9, where Jesus spoke “this parable unto certain ones 
which trusted in themselves that they were righteous 
and despised others.” He did not come to save those who 
ivus. in themselves, who think they are righteous. He 
came to save peopie who realize they are filthy, defiled by 
sin; not because they ccmmitted murder or robbery, but 
because of pride, impatience, anger, envy, jealousy, ha- 
tred, and all the evils to which the flesh is so prone to 
yield. 

In an attemp: to prove we cannot become just by keep- 
ing the commandments of God, Ecc!. 7: 20 often has been 
wrongly quoted, that “there is not a just man upon earth, 
that doeth gocd, and sizneth not.” It is plainly qualified in 
verse 15, “All things have I seen in the days of my van- 
ity; there is a just man that perisheth in his righteous- 
ness.” This man is clean in his own eyes, does what is 
right in his own sight, not of the Almighty. Such a man 
can never become _ust or righteous before God. 

These passages and many more we could give, explain 
the words of Jesus in Luke 15: 1—7. As in the case of 
Luke 5: 29—22, the scribes and Pharisees murmured, 
against Jesus, sayings, “This man receiveth sinners, and 
eateth with them.” He then spake a parable to them of the 
lost sheep, and said: “I say unto you, that likewise joy 
shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more 
than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no re- 
pentance”—self-righteous ones. What kind of just per- 
sons? Those that are just in their own eyes, like the 
scribes and Pharisees to whom Jesus had reference, who 
thought they needed no repentance. They thought they 
were already clean and just, and of those “that safely lay 
in the shelter of the fold.” 

Many times at revival meetings there is more rejoicing 
over one vile sinner who professed to be saved apart from 
good works, than over many of the congregation who had 
been trying to live a good life. It was a delusion; Jesus 
never meant to teach such a theory. He taught in Matt. 
7:21: “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth 


March 5, 1960 





the will of my Father which is in heaven.” 





When shall Amos 8: 11, 12, be fulfilled? 


The text reads, “Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, 
that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of 
bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of 
the Lord: and they shall wander from sea to sea, and 
from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro 
to seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find it.” 

We find by using the God-given key, viz., “comparing 
spiritual things with spiritual,” that this without a doubt 
refers to the time after the prophet Elijah has come and 
heralded the advent of the Messiah, when those who are 
holding aloft the banner of truth shall have been called 
before the judgment seat of Christ, terminating for the 
time the proclamation of the divine truths. 

Jesus said to His disciples, Matt. 5:14, “Ye are the 
light of the world.” They were the light in the respect that 
the light of divine knowledge abode in them. Psalm 119: 
130 presupposes the existence of light-bearers: “The 
entrance of thy words giveth light, it giveth understand- 
ing unto the simple.” Thus when these light-bearers— 
those who allowed the word of God to “dwell in them 
richly in all wisdom and spiritual understanding,” and 
have been beaming that light to the world, are called 
before the great Tribunal at Christ’s coming, this famine 
shall begin. 

A new era shall have dawned upon the earth, Elijah’s 
message will have attracted world-wide attention and 
aroused a profound interest. Suddenly the broadcasting 
ceases, the populace are famishing to know what is to be 
the next turn of events. No one will know. A real famine 
shall have developed. 

Thus we see it is spiritual bread and water the Prophet 
referred to, the bread of which Jesus said, “If a man eat 
thereof he shall never die.” It is the removal of those 
whe have this spiritual bread and water dwelling in them 
that will cause the spiritual famine. 


—— 
“As the snowslide gains in speed and volume, 
As the storm increases in its wrath, 


So gossip grows when rolled from tongue to tongue 
Unti} it crushes those who cross its path.” 





Tsekung asked, “Is there one single word that can 
serve as a principle of conduct for life?’ Confucius 
replied: “Perhaps the word ‘Reciprocity’ will do. Do not 
do unto others what you would not want others to do 
unto you.’—Lin Yutang. 


cAnnouncement 


The anniversary of our Lord’s Nativity and the Bible 
New Year will be observed on Abib first, the opening 
month of the Bible year, which occurs at sundown (6 
o’clock) March 27, this year. The celebration at Megiddo 
Mission Church will open 7: 30, Sunday Eve., continuing 
through Monday March 28. A religious drama, “Heroes 
of God,” will be the principal feature. 


11 





SSSSSSSSSSSSESSSSSESSSESSSSSESaSESGES EE fs, 


The Ohcistian’s Hope 


“Jim” Oglesworth said, as he looked in the glass, 
“I can see that my hair's growing gray very fast; 
And it gives me a chill when I think of my doom, 
That ere long I'll be hidden away in the tomb. 
Just a few years ago I was spry as could be, 
In fact, there were few any better than me. 
Pitching hay, cutting wood, or in holding a plow, 
All day long I was at it; but look at me now!” 


\ 
SS 


He spoke of his fears to the parson one day, 

Who said, “Brother Jim, all your doubts put away. 
Just rely on the blood of the Lamb that was slain, 

And death will unite you with loved ones again. 
Your soul will be wafted to regions above, 

Where you will do nothing but bask in God’s love. 
So just accept Jesus to cancel your debt, 

And all of your sins He will gladly forget.” 


But “Jim,” unconvinced, told a skeptic his tale, 

And learned such proceedings would nothing avail; 
“In fact,” with assurance the skeptic replied, 

“Not one grain of proof has the church on its side. 
Eat, drink, and be merry; the present enjoy; 

And all of your time in its pleasures employ; 
For when you have answered the call to the grave, 

No power in heaven is able to save.” 


Then one day the truth of the matter he heard 
From one who did nothing but turn to the Word 
And read from its pages the story so grand, 
That Christ will return to assemble His band. 
His eyes opened wide as he heard of the hope 
That helps ev'ry Christian with trials to cope; 
And learned that those keeping God’s word to the end 
Can work with assurance that He will defend. 


How precious indeed is the glorious Truth! 
It gives consolation to aged and youth; 
A solid foundation on which we can rest, 
And prove our faith true when it’s put to the test. 
We find the Truth teaches this earth made o’er new 
Will some day belong to the righteous, though few; 
But those who encourage and revel in sin 
Will never be counted this number within. 


The man who denies God can raise from the dead 
Would have you believe that His power has fled; 
But He who gave life to the children of men 
Has just as much pow’r to restore it again. 
So cast away doubt, as the years on you creep, 
If you have been striving God’s precepts to keep; 
For this is His promise, “I will not forsake— 
My faithful ones then of new life shall partake.” 
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